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The Shahna-i-Hind (Meerut), of the 24th November, says Circulation, 


that the military preparations, which 
were lately so vigorously pushed on 
for an encounter with Russia, ended in smoke. On the other 
hand, the British Government has thought fit to declare war 
against Theebaw, simply because he concluded a commercial 
treaty with France! What fault did he commit if he concluded 
the treaty, acting upon the principles of free trade? It is such 
occasional display of weakness on the part of the British Gov- 
ernment that encourages Russians to advance towards this 
country. The British Government was quite alarmed at the 
arrival of a Russian Mission at K4bul in Sher Ali’s time, and 
at once sent an expeditionary force a gainst him. But the result 
was that the British Government had to scuttle out of the 
country and to renew the usual subsidy to his successor. The 
Shahna would not be surprised if the Burman King had been 
induced to coquet with France, with a view to extort a sub- 
sidy from the Government of India, just as the Amir has been 
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able to extort money by trimming between England and 
Russia. Burma will prove a hard nut to crack if she receives 
eid from any Earopean country. In reply to the ultimatum, 
Theebaw desired that he should be allowed three months to 
consult France, Italy, and Germany in the matter. Such 
a request clearly shows that he has some connection with 
those countries, ard .it is well known that all the great 
Powers of Europe are anxiously awaiting an opportunity 
to cripple the strength of England. France and Italy are 
annoyed at the undue interference of the British Govern- 
ment in Egypt. The Emperor of Germany is an uncle to 
the Czar, who is a sworn enemy of England. The recent 
conclusion of a treaty between the British Government and 
the Porte has still more embittered the feelings of the great 
Powers, who are desirous of dividing Turkey among them- 
selves, against England. The professed casus belli against 
Theebaw is not that he concluded a commercial treaty with 
the French Government, but that he oppresses his subjects ! 
But why is war not waged against Abdul Rahman, than 


whom a more cruel, tyrannical prince is not to be found 


in any country? The fact is that if he were alienated, he 
would at once throw himself in the arms of Russia; but 
there is as yet no fear that Theebaw will be able to secure 
the sympathy and aid of France. If the Liberals are 
again victorious at the general elections, they may rectify 
the mistake of Lord Salisbury’s Government and undo the 


whole thing, as they did on the occasion of the late Afghan 
war, 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 24th November, “tiie 

, to the outbreak of hostilities with 
Burma, observes that there is every 
reason to think that the British army will be able to occupy 
that country in no time. Burmans are not a brave people 
like Afghans, nor are there any physical obstacles in the 
country to impede the progress of the invader. Native news- 


papers are, as a rule, opposed to the war, on the ground that 
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the British Government has no right to interfere with Thee- 
baw, and that the condition of the Indian treasury is not 
satisfactory at present. As regards the first objection, it 
should be observed that the British Government. never pro- 
mised to respect the integrity and independence of Burma. 
If the objection of right were to hold good, the occupation 
of this country: by England would be considered unjustitiable. 
In fact, the same objection might be urged against annex- 
ations made by any country. The mutual relations of coun- 
tries are only governed by the ‘ might is right’ principle. The 
Government of India has been induced to declare war 
against Burma in order to check the growing influence of 
France in the country and in the interest.of British traders. 
As regards the financial objection to the war, natives need 
not cry before they are hurt. Burma is a fairly rich country. 
If it is annexed, the cost of the expedition will be realised 
from its revenues. Ifa new Burman prince is placed on the 
throne, he will he required to pay a war indemnity. In either 
case natives will have no ground for complaint. If, on the 
other hand, the Indian treasury is saddled with the cost, then 
they will be quite justified in protesting against the proposal. 


The Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th November, 
says that hostilities with Burma have 
commenced, and will come to a close 
very soon, as Theebaw is no match for the British Gov- 
ernment, The Ghamkhwdr approves of the declaration of war 
acainst him, inasmuch as he intrigued with some of the great 
European Powers. He appears to have lost his head. Lately 
he sent for a map of Rangoon and eagerly looked over it with 
his wife, apparently with the view of selecting beforehand a 
suitable place for his residence in that city, in the hope that 
his troops would be able to reconquer British Burmah! He 
really considers himself to be one of the most powerful kings 
over the face of the earth. It is principally his cruelties, 
committed in his own country, that have compelled the Gov- 
ernment of India to send an expedition against him, in order 
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to deliver his subjects from his misrule. However, the stric- 
tures of native newspapers on the proposed annexation of 
Burma are not quite impertinent. The British Government is 
so ready to annex Burma, but it does not interfere with Abdul 
Rahman, before whose atrocities those of Theebaw fall into 
insignificance. 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore), of the 25th November, says 


: that it is well known how largely, since 
Amir of Kabul and the , . 

memorial of the Musalméns his accession to the throne of Kabul, 
Sica of cae wear tN. Abdul Rahman has been fleecing the 
ings. Indian tax-payers of their hard-earned 
money. Beside his fixed annual subsidy of twelve lakhs of 
rupees, he has obtained large gifts of arms on several occasions. 
Frequent requests are made by him for the supply of different 
kinds of articles for his use. Lately he has begun to send 
large indents for English medicines for the use of his army! 
It is easy to form an idea of the cost of such indents. The 
Amir has even begun to interfere with the affairs of this 
country in a way that does credit to his Russian education. 
He has strongly supported the memorial forwarded from 
Lahore to the Government of India, praying for the restoration 
to Musalmfns of some Muahammadan religious buildings. He 
observes in his letter that, as he is a friend of the British Gov- 
ernment, it should not do anything to displease his co-reli- 
gionists in this country! This obviously means that he has 
more sympathy with Indian Musalmans than the British Gov- 
ernment has! The Government of India cannot tolerate any 
foreign interference with the internal affairs of the country. 
Such an interference by a prince like the Amir, who is its 
own creature, is specially objectionable. Nothing can be fur- 
ther from the heart of the Akhkbdr than the desire that the 
memorial of Musalm4ns shoald be unsuccessful, but it is 
beyond the shadow of a donbt that they were ill advised in 
seeking the aid of the Amir in sucha matter. Abdul Rahman, 
too, has shown little judgment ininterfering. Does he mean 
to win the good will of Indian Musalm4ns in this way, io 
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order that they may espouse his cause in an emergency ? 
If so, he only builds castles in the air. His intervention has 
placed the Government of India in a very delicate position. 
If the memorial is rejected, he is sure to be annoyed. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Shafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th November, says 
Proposed introduction of that this country has again been 
an income-tax. exposed to misfortunes since the 
return of Conservatives to office. Look at their proceedings 
in Kashmir and Bhupal. Lord Dufferin, though a Liberal, 
has proved an easy tool in the hands of Lord Salisbury’s 
Government, and has justified the hostile criticisms which 
his appointment to the Viceroyalty elicited. The country is 
threatened with the imposition of a new tax owing to finan- 
cial pressure caused by the proposed enlistment of new troops. 
Native newspapers have repeatedly urged in vain a reduction 
in the high salaries allowed to civilians and other Government 
officers. The Civil and Military Gazette is opposed to the 
introduction of an income-tax obviously because it would 
affect European officers, and recommends an increase in the 
salt tax, which falls equally upon the Viceroy and a beggar! 
The Shafig is of opinion that cotton import duties should be 
revived, and that the public expenditure should be reduced. 
If necessary, au income-tax may be imposed on large 
incomes, 


The Nydya Sudhd (Harda), of the 25th November, gives 


the substance of the orders recently 


Introdaction of weights ., ; gio 
in place of measurez ae issued by the Chief Commissioner of 


Central Provinces. the Central Provinces for the intro- 


duction, as an experimental measure, of weights in place 


of measures in the grain-markets of Kareli, Gadarw dra, 
Hoshangabad, and Harda, and remarks that the reform 
will no doubt be a great convenience to wholesale grain- 
traders trading with Bombay and other places. But it 
remains to be seen how far the reform will be beneficial to the 


rural population and other poorer classes of people, If “ay 
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classes find by experience that the new system of weighment 
involves much loss to them, they should represent the matter 
to the Local Administration, which is sure to take their case 
into consideration. 


The Aftdb-i Panjdb (Lahore), of the 27th November, states 
Rates of pay allowed to that the pay of Commissioners in Russia 
officers in India and Russia. jig gaid to be only Rs. 200 a month. 
If so, the rate of pay allowed to Commissioners in this 
country is fourteen or fifteen times that in vogue in Russia, 
All classes of European officers are most liberally paid here, 
and this is one of the main causes of the unsatisfactory 
condition of the people. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the monthly salary of an Assistant Commissioner exceeds 
the entire capital of an average native shop-keeper. 


The same paper says that it appears from the Lahore Tri- 
eeiih enaeeiniis bune that, in connection with the late 
Pandit Rém NaraintoaDi- re-organization of Divisional Courts, 
Sir Charles Aitchison desired to elevate 
some natives to Divisional Judgeships, but that he was un- 
able to carry out his idea owing to some reason or another. 
Every honour is due to His Honor, who is so anxious to 
elevate the children of the soil to the higher ranks of the 
public service. The A/téb thinks that Sir Charles Aitchison 
could not probably find properly-qualified natives for Divi- 
sional Judgeships at the time; but, as Pandit Ram Narain has 
been relieved in the Chief Court by Mr. Justice Smyth since 
then, he should be made a Divisional Judge. 3 


The Oudh Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the 25th November, in 
@ communicated article, regrets to 
say that official winter tours involve 
much expense to Government and a great deal of inconve- 
nience to the people, but that little practical good accrues 
from them. ‘Tahsildfrs and zamindérs have to arrange for 
the supply of provisions to official camps in the best way 


they can. Labourersare impressed by force and are paid 
inadequately. 
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Officers are received on their arrival by the local authorities 
and grandees, but poorer persons are entirely excluded from 
their sight by the police. Hence they have no occasion to 
enquire into the condition and grievances of the peasantry. 
All classes of people should be allowed free access to them, 
or at least they should place in their camps petition-boxes, 
into which any persons may freely put their petitions. The 
only persons who are at present benefited by these official 
tours are the subordinates and the servants who accompany 
the officers. These men do not pay for anything they require 
and also extort bribes from the people. The Local Govern- 
ment would do well to issue necessary insiructions to suber- 
dinate officers, in order that the objects which official tours 
have in view may be secured. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdér (Etawah), of the 24th November, is 
glad to say that Mir, Muhammad Husain 

El “ 
heauadl Iasi nasan has been promoted to the Assistant 
Agricabensaniteuamiuon Directorship of Agriculture and Com- 
aa Provinces merce. The native population will 
_ be very thankful to the Local Govern- 
ment for his promotion, but full justice has not yet been done 
him. In order to save the British reputation for justice and 
impartiality, he should soon be elevated to the Directorship. 
(The Azdd, Lucknow, of the 24th November, thanks the Local 


Government for Mir Muhammad Hausain’s promotion and 


hopes that he will be made Director sooner or later.) 


The same paper says that the question of the establish- 
establishment ent of a separate University in these 
niversity at Allah- provinces has again come to the front. 
: The subject has already been fully 
discussed by the Press and the necessity for such an institu- 
tion proved almost to demonstration. It may be hoped that 
Sir Alfred Lyall, who is believed to be a strong advocate of 
the scheme, will carry it out during his tenure of office and 
leave it behind him as the best memento of his administra- 
tion. 
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The same paper is glad to state that the Viceroy’s Darbar 

Viceroy’s Darbar at Lucknow will be held at the Qaisar- 

Lucknow. Bagh and notat Asafa-l-daula’s Im4m- 
bara, as was at first rumoured. This is as it should be, 


The same paper says that on the occasion of the Viceroy’s 


late visit to Delhi, the Musalméns of 
European visitors to 


the Royal Mosque at that city forwarded a memorial to His 
Delhi. 


Excellency, praying that Europeans 
should be forbidden toenter the J&ma-i-Masjid with their 


shoes on. The request of the Muhammadan community is 
just and reasonable. It is surprising that Europeans, who 
do not allow natives to enter their private houses with their 
shoes on, should so far forget themselves as to enter the 
sacred buildings of natives, wearing shoes, Lord Dufferin 
has not yet done anything to win the good will of the native 
population. His Lordship should order Europeans to put off 
their shoes on the occasion of their visit to the Delhi Mosque 
and also to other Muhammadan and Hindé religious build- 
ings. 
The A’eéd (Lucknow), of the 24th November, in a com- 
European and native Municated article, complains of the 
COMERS Ue Satie. alleged invidious distinctions made 
between European and native convicts in jails. Hard labour 
is exacted from native prisoners, and a small quantity of ill- 
prepared food is supplied them. The worst of it is that 
no indulgence is shown to native convicts belonging to the 
higher classes. Qn the other hand, European convicts have 
every kind of comfort provided for them as at their own 
homes : they are allowed the luxury of the pankha during the 
hot weather and are allowed to walk in the jail garden. A 
liberal allowance of 12 annas a day has been sanctioned to 
meet the cost of the rations of each European convict. 


A correspondent of the same paper observes that the 


; Countess of Dufferin’s mative nobility and gentry have liber- 
nd. 


ally contributed to the Countess of 
Dufferin’s Fund. Even those persons who never before 
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supported any other object have readily come forward on 
this occasion. This show of native liberality is simply due 
to the circumstance that the scheme has originated with the 
wife of the Viceroy. Native newspapers have, as a rule, 
refrained from criticizing the project, with a view to avoid 
hurting the feelings of her Ladyship. Itis impossible that 
native women will like to receive medical training, or that 
their husbands will allow them to attend school. They can- 
not benefit by any such scheme until they get rid of the so- 
called parda system. As it is, the Fund will only tend to 
create some good berths for European female medical: prac- 
titioners. But, everything belonging to natives is at the 
disposal of Englishmen. It is all the same whether the 
former make over their money to the latter in the shape of 
taxes or subscriptions. One advantage will, doubtless, accrue 
to Lady Dufferin from the establishment of the Fund in ques- 
tion. On her return home, she will be able to boast that she 
took as great pains in promoting the interests of her country- 
women in India as her husband did in promoting the well-being 
of his countrymen. (The Najmu-l-Hind, Moradabad, of the ws 
15th November, makes nearly the same comments on the 
Fund), 


The Lahore Gazette, of the 28th November, states that 
on the occasion of Lord Dnufferin’s 

visit to Delhi, his Lordship allowed 
three Musalmns, who ran after his carriage, carrying peti- 
tions, to approach him, asked them to make over their 
petitions to his Private Secretary, but warned them not 
to run after any officer’s carriage im future. It would es 
have been better if his Lordship had given the warning i 
through his Private Secretary and not himself. Again, it ag 
appears from the Sahifa-i-Qudsi newspaper of Delhi that ae 
when the Viceroy paid a visit to the Royal Mosque, 
he highly praised the building, b but ordered only a gift 
of Rs. 100 to be made to the men attached to the Mosque, 
although the usual reward is Rs 500. In reply to 
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the memorial of the Musalmins of Delhi, praying that 
Europeans should be forbidden'to enter the Mosque with their 
shoes on, he is said to have simply told them to refer the 
matter to the local authorities, His Lordship has repeatedly 
declared that he has special sympathy with Muhammadans, 
and that he will always be ready to promote their well-being ; 
but his acts belie his words. 


The Raftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th November, 
premperen ee referring to the article headed “ The 
study of vernacular by Study of Language,” which appeared 
Ang acaae. in the Civil aud Military Gazette of the 
10th idem, entirely concurs in the strictures of the Gazette on 
the ignorance of vernacular prevailing ‘among all classes of 
Anglo-Indians, official and non-official, and remarks that since 
the Gazette was started it has not written a truer article than 
the one under review. 


A correspondent of the Delhi Punch (Lahore), of the 25th 
November, endeavours to show that 
the cost of litigation under British 
rule is ruinous, and argues that the unsatisfactory condition 
of the land-holding classes is chiefly due to the payment of 
heavy stamp-fees and not to their alleged extravagance on 
occasions of marriages in their families, as is contended in 
some quarters. 


A correspondent of the Shaftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 
Pa eae ae 28th November, says that when a per- 
perty of persons who die son dies without leaving an heir, 
Wenne: RTI ONE Government confiscates all his pro- 
perty, merely paying an allowance for his funeral expenses. 
The writer does not approve of the confiscation of such property, 
and urges that it should be devoted to charitable purposes. 


The Bhdérat Jiwan (Benares), of the 23rd November, in. 
Muharram and the Da- 2 COmmunicated article, gives an ac- 
= count of the arrangements made at. 
Jaunpur for the celebration of the Muharram and the Da- 
sera. Separate times were fixed for the two festivals, and the 


Cost of litigation. 


( 849 ) 


Musalmans were allowed more time than the Hindts. But 
the Musalmans would not be satisfied with anything less than 
the entire stoppage of the Ramlila and did not celebrate the 
Muharram. The writer highly praises Mr. Connell, who 
was in charge of the district at the time, for his firmness 
and steadiness. He was on the alert during the entire period 
of the Muharram. He went round the city twice or thrice 
during the day, and remained at the city police-station for 
whole nights. 


The Anwaru-l-Akhbér (Lucknow), of the 27th November, 
complains that the police generally 
abuse their powers and oppress the 
people. They are accustomed to extort confessions of guilt 
from innocent persons by torture and are often found to be 
in collusion with thieves. They are seldom able to discover 
stolen property. On the contrary, if a person reports a 
theft, they harass him in a variety of ways and do not let 
him go until he gives them something. The local authorities 
would do well to keep an eye on subordinate police officials. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdér (Etawah), of the 24th November, 
Settlement of the reli- referring to the criminal prosecution 
Snald’a’ took, Ganaie instituted by some Musalmiéns of 
ory Gorakhpur against Sohan Pras&d for 
the attack made by him on the Muhammadan religion in his 
book called Hindi versus Urdu, is glad to observe that the 
case has been amicably settled. The author burnt the whole 
edition of the book and promised to expunge the verses to 
which Musalm4ns took exception in the second edition. 
This is as it should be. But copies already sold should be 
also recovered and destroyed. The WNajm gives a list of 
subscriptions raised through the efforts of Musalm&ns at 
Et&wah to meet the cost of the prosecution. The list is 
headed by Muhammad Zahuru-l-Islim, Tahsildér of Kosi, 
with a donation of Rs. 10. (The Akhbdri-i- Alam, Meerut, 
and the 4zdd, Lucknow, of the 24th November, express 
satisfaction at the amicable settlement of the dispute.) 
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A correspondent of the Raftq-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 28th 
Cattle-lifting in Dipal- November, complains that cattle-lift- 
pur, Montgomery. ing has prevailed in Dipalpur, Mont- 
gomery, to such an extent during the last four months that 
cultivators are unable to carry on their agricultural oper- 


ations owing to want of cattle, and charges the police with 
neglect of duty. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Delhi Punch (Lahore), of the 25th November, in con- 
tinuation of its previous article on 
Rampur, regrets to say that in that 
State greater misrule prevails than in Bhup&l. If Sadiq 
Hasan sympathized with the Soudan rebel, the Nawéb of 
Rampur is a great friend of the Sheriff of Mecca, who be- 
longs to the same family as Arabi Pasha, and the hostile 
attitude of the family towards the British Government is 
well known. The Sheriff is a guest of the Naw4b for two 
or three months every year. The Nawab has expelled his 
uncle from the State. Little religious liberty has been con- 
ceded to Hindus ; they have few temples and are not allowed 
to place any idols or blow the shells there. If a Hindo 
happens to place idols in a temple, he and his relatives are 
fined and imprisoned. Hind&s are compelled by force to make 
advances of money to Mukammadans, but are not allowed to 
charge any interest. It is difficult to realize why the para- 
mount power has shut its eyes on such tyranny and oppression. 
A Resident had better be appointed in R&mpur in the present 
Chief’s lifetime. If the Government of India defers the 


appointment till his death, it will lay itself open to the same . 
charge as in Kashmir. 


The Koh-i- Nur (Lahore), of the 26th November, in a long 
Appointment of a Resi- at ticle, endeavours to answer the arga- 
Gent in Kashmir. ments urged by the Civil. and Mili- 
tary Gazette in support of the appointment of a permanent 
Resident in Kashmir, refers to the loyalty of Maharaja Gul&b 
Singh and Mabéraja Ranbie Singh to the British Government, 
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and considers the appointment of a Resident as quite unjusti- 
fiable, especially as the new Mahfraja has not yet been afforded 
a fair trial. 


A correspondent of the Ghamkhwdr+-Hind (Lahore), of 
the 28th November, gives statistics 
relating to the area, population, reve- 
nue and the strength of the army in Kashmir, alludes to the 
important services rendered by Mahéréja Gul&b Singh to 
the Government of India, and protests against the appoint~ 
ment of a Resident in the State. True, the administration 
was not so satisfactory in Mabf&rdja Ranbir Singh’s time as it 
should have been. Bat itis unjust to punish his successor 
for his fault. The new Mahfrdja should be allowed time to 
introduce necessary reforms. (The Dharm Sabha, Kapur- 
thala, of the 21st November, observes that the appointment 
of a Resident in Kashmir is calculated to create suspicion in 
the minds of all Native Chiefs, asks the Government of India 
to abide by the treaty concluded with the Mahéréja Gulab 
Singh, and gives.an Urdu translation of the treaty.) 

The Akhbér-4-A‘m (Lahore), of the 25th November, says 
that an anonymous correspondent 
makes the following proposals for the 
consideration of the Kashmir Government :—The position of 
the State is so delicate at present that the Darbér cannot be 
too careful in conducting the administration in fature. Eng- 
lishmen were afraid to enter Kashmir in Mahéréja Gulab 
Singh’s time, but now their frequent visits are a source of 
danger toit. European visitors are still excluded from Nipél, 
and those who enter the State with the permission of the 
Nipal Darbér have not the courage to do anything against 

the custom of the State. But in Kashmir they lay claim to 
their full rights. They contend that they should be allowed 
to purchase land, build houses, kill kine on their premises, 
and so forth. At present, what is of chief importance is the 
improvement of the efficiency of the army. The troops 
should be well disciplined and the arms properly looked 
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after. It would be well if all the old and faithful adherents 
of the Darb&4r were on the alert and acted in concert. The 
more the powers of new officers are increased, the greater will 
be the influence of Englishmen in the State. 


The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 24th November, 
Dogra Réjputs in Kash. Tegrets to say that Dogra Rajputs, 
mir. who are caste-fellows of the Mah4raja, 
are numerous in Kashmir, but that they severely suffer from 


want of employment. They area robust and brave people 
and would make excellent soldiers. The Darbar should be 


induced to allow them to enlist in the British army. More- 
over, the Maharfja should make arrangements for their edu- 
cation and largely appoint them to public offices, One school, 
on the model of the Thakurs’ School at Ulwar, should be 
established for them in Kashmir. They are conspicuous by 
their absence from the public service. It is surprising that 
strangers and others should be allowed to monopolize the 


loaves and fishes of the State, to the entire exclusion of the 
caste-fellows of the ruler. Dogra Rajputs would be a great 
gain to the State if the Maharaja improved their condition. 
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